
Automatic Opening Smoke Vents

Are You Compliant?

This Will Perkins

CIBSE accredited CPD will commence shortly



About the SCA

The Smoke Control Association (SCA) is an 

independent body involved in various aspects of 

smoke control; including design, CFD, 

manufacturing, install, commissioning, service 

and maintenance.

Past projects include the publication of guides 

related to the design of smoke control systems 

and projects.



Automatic Opening Smoke Vents - Are You Compliant?

 Why?

 What do the regulations say I MUST to do?

 How?

 Which products should I be using?

 Which products should I NOT be using?



 Why?

 What do the regulations say I MUST to do?
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Stages of construction and operation



As a ‘single point of truth’, the 

golden thread will record changes, 

including the reason for change, 

evaluation of change, date of 

change, the decision-making 

process and who made the 

changes. 
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• ADB States

• 3.49 There should therefore be some means of ventilating the common 

corridors/lobbies to control smoke and so protect the common stairs. 

• 3.51 Smoke vents should comply with one of the following.

• a. They should be located on an external wall with minimum free area of 

1.5m² = 0.9m² Aa

• Free area of smoke ventilators

– The free area of a smoke ventilator should be measured by the declared 

aerodynamic free area in accordance to BS EN 12101-2
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0.9 m2 Aerodynamic (Aa)

1.5 m2 Geometric

End of Corridor
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Escape Stairs



 How?

 Which products should I be using?
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EN12101-2 Test Criteria
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Performance Criteria

 Declared Essential Characteristics - table ZA.1 of the CPR. 
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Proof of Compliance – The DoP

Test 
CCP

FPC 
System 

1

Declaration 
of 

Performance
(DoP)
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NSHEV Manufacturing Process

 Manufacturing certification - table ZA.2 of the CPR. 



Automatic Opening Smoke Vents - Are You Compliant?

Who Is Responsible ?

 The company or person that placed the product onto the market MUST provide a DoP
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Product Certification Mark

 Up to and after Jan 2023

 Until Jan 2023
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 How?

 Which products should I NOT be using?
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No DoP - No Compliance 
‘suitable for smoke ventilation’
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www.smokecontrol.org.uk

http://www.smokecontrol.org.uk/


Thank you

Any questions?

www.smokecontrol.org.uk

http://www.smokecontrol.org.uk/

